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and have it in their power to benefit or injure the survivors.
Hence when a bad man dies, who in his lifetime dabbled in
black magic or was believed to be possessed by an evil spirit,
he is buried outside the village and magical fences are erected
and other defensive measures adopted to prevent his ghost
from returning and troubling the inhabitants. But when a
good man dies, especially an aged head of a family, his ghost
is expected to be a public benefactor to the village ; so to keep
him in good humour food and drink are regularly oifered at
his grave.
The dead are supposed to dwell in the neighbourhood of the
village and often in tall trees, especially the great silk-cotton
trees. These trees, accordingly, are never felled, and the ground
about them is cleared of grass and shrubs ; here offerings are
made monthly, often by the head of the clan. Sometimes the
dead are believed to be born again in the person of infants.
This takes place especially when a death is quickly followed by
a birth in the family, particularly when the deceased was an
old and honourable man ; the return of such a one is welcomed
and the new-born child is identified with him.
The Kpelle stand in fear of demons, which take possession
of men in their lifetime and are mischievous also in their dis-
embodied state after death. Regular societies exist for the
purpose of catching demons and rendering them harmless;
and when a village is infested by swarms of fiends the help of
one or other of these societies is called in by the authorities
to abate the nuisance. The business of demon-catching is
hereditary in many families from father to son. By the use
of incantations and certain herbs with which he fumigates the
patient, the exorcist can catch the foul fiend and shut him up
in a calabash or a bag ; after that it is open to him either to
destroy the demon outright by burning him or to retain his
services for the purpose of injuring his enemies. But the
retention of such a familiar spirit is dangerous, not only because
the demon may turn on his master and rend him, but because
all intercourse with evil spirits is a crime punishable with death
by fire.
Like many West African tribes, the Kpelle have a conception
of a high God, who seems to be a personification of the sky. He
is said to have created the earth and all that on it is, including